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Groundhog Day Resolutions
Thirty days into 2017 and my plan of running every day, playing outside daily
with my sons, and taking more time to listen rather than to speak has run
into a storm surge of email and the early season Aedes vexans bloom. This is
why Groundhog Day resolutions may be more important than the ones you
make on New Year’s day. Four weeks into the new year we can now focus
on the realistic improvements we can make in our lives.
Now is the time to evaluate your resolve to improve our primary professional organization – the
Louisiana Mosquito Control Association! Our mentors and professional predecessors have laid the
foundation for mosquito control and vector-borne disease management in our state. It is up to all of us
now, as members, to build on that foundation to address the unique challenges and opportunities that
2017 brings.
To address these challenges and opportunities, I’ve created three new ad hoc LMCA committees:
1) Zika Prevention & Mitigation Committee (Dr. Kristen Healy, Chair), 2) 2018 LMCA Fly-in committee,
and 3) Professional Development (Sarah Michaels, Chair). Also, new this year is the formal recognition
of the excellent work of the Education/Outreach Committee – we have elevated this committee from
its ad hoc status to a standing committee of the LMCA.
Please consider LMCA in your Groundhog Day resolutions so that together we can “Make LMCA Great
Again” (not that it isn’t already great -- thanks to President Trump for the slogan). If you’d like to get
involved with a LMCA committee either existing or new, email me
(Caillouet@stpmad.org) or the committee chair listed on our website (http://www.lmca.us/
committees.htm). Each additional committee member brings a perspective and energy to the
process of improving our organization. With each member’s help, I have no doubt that we, as an
organization, are ready for what 2017 has in store for us!
Yours in the swarm,
Dr. Kevin A. Caillouet
Caillouet@stpmad.org
985.643.5050
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District Spotlight News - Jefferson Davis Parish

Jefferson Davis Parish Mosquito Abatement District No. 1 was formed in 1979. The parish has a population
of approximately 31,435 and covers 652 square miles. The district constantly monitors more than 80,000 acres of
rice and crawfish farms; which provide habitat for Ps. columbiae and An. quadrimaculatus. The district is led by Robert
Tonn (Director); he has 7 full-time employees and several part-time employees. They utilize New Jersey light traps,
landing rate counts, and gravid traps for their surveillance efforts. In 2016 they were able to aerial treat 1.1 Million
acres and 595,000 acres by ground ULV.

EQUIPMENT FACTS:
Airtractor AT-502B and Cessna A188B
9 ULV Ground Spray Trucks
2 Right Hand Drive Larvicide Jeeps
2 UTV Kubota's
New ULV Blaster

JDPMAD has experienced significant changes since its inception 37 years ago. In 1996, the District Director,
Stephen C. Mayor died in a tragic aircraft accident while on a spray mission. The LMCA honor’s the memory of
Mr. Mayor at our annual meeting with the Stephen C. Mayor Operational Award. The award is given to the best
operational paper presented at the meeting. After the accident Assistant Director, Curt Bowers was named
Director and served as the LMCA president in 1999. Mr. Bower began working for the district as a part-time night
spray driver in 1980. Curt's wife Glenda Bowers worked as the districts Office Manager for 25 years. Congratulations goes out to both of them as they recently joined the retired crowd. Thanks JDPMAD for all your efforts with
the LMCA and this article. Do not be surprised if I reach out to your district for the next, "District Spotlight". Scott Harrington.

Mr. Curt Bower and his
wife Mrs. Glenda Bowers.
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Get Involved!

The 2017 LMCA Board of Directors were elected during the annual meeting, December 6-8, 2016:
From Left: (standing) Patrick Sutton, Dennis Wallette, George Bragg, Kyle Moppert, Herff Jones
(sitting) Claudia Riegel, Shannon Rider, Kristen Healy, Kevin Caillouet, Scott Harrington and Colby Colona
(Not pictured: Alma Roy and Dawn Wesson)

LMCA Fly-In

At the LMCA Board of Directors meeting last week, the board voted to allocate the generous funds provided by Adapco in
memory of the STPMAD lost pilots, Don Pechon and Wayne Fisher toward a biannual Louisiana Fly-In. We are shooting for
our first fly-in during 2018. We hope that the Louisiana Fly-In will improve training, safety and professional development to
grow aerial tools for mosquito abatement in our state. Your (or your staff’s) participation in the planning of this event are
essential for its success. Please contact Ben Smith (aviation@stpmad.org), Chair of the Fly-In Committee if you are interested in
being a part of this group.

CDC Zika Preparation Funds

In addition to funds received last fall the Louisiana Department of Health has received additional funds for Zika virus
preparation. Some of these funds will be allocated through the LMCA. As such we have created a new ad hoc committee to
delineate priorities and make recommendations for the allocation of these funds. If you’d like to share your perspective on Zika
virus prevention and mitigation activities, now is the time to get involved. Email Dr. Kristen Healy (KHealy@agcenter.lsu.edu)
to participate in this committee.

New Committees

Please consider participating or nominate members of your staff to join
existing or new committees. Email the committee chairperson listed on
the website (http://www.lmca.us/committees.htm).
Several new committees were formed during last week’s board meeting
including:
 Professional development, Sarah Michaels
(srmichaels@nola.gov), Chair
 Zika Prevention & Mitigation, Dr. Kristen Healy
(KHealy@agcenter.lsu.edu), Chair
 Fly-In, Ben Smith (aviation@stpmad.org), Chair
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LMCA Operational Research Fund Award

Dawn Wesson

Dawn Wesson, PhD, has a background in medical/molecular entomology and vector biology. This has led her
role as a principal investigator on many research projects on vector-borne pathogens (particularly Chagas,
dengue and West Nile virus), She is the instructor of graduate courses on vector biology and ecology at the
Department of Tropical Medicine in the Tulane School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine. She is also
director of the training program in vector-borne diseases at Tulane, and director of Tulane’s Vector-Borne
Infectious Diseases Initiative.

Dr. Wesson's research interests include the ecology of arbovirus transmission, eco- epidemiology of Chagas disease, host-pathogen
co-evolution, development of novel vector control strategies and tools, and examining the effects of vector-borne pathogen
infection on human pregnancy outcomes.
She has mentored more than 160 students (BSPH, MSPH and PhD), and post-doctoral researchers. Over the past 15 years she has
worked on the ecology of container-inhabiting mosquitoes in the United States and has led a team in the successful design and
testing of lethal ovitraps to control the vectors of dengue, chikungunya and Zika, from laboratory-based experiments to large scale
field trials in endemic areas.
The funding from the LMCA Operational Research Fund Award will be used to test local populations of Aedes aegypti and Ae.
albopictus for their ability to transmit Zika virus.

Stephen Mayor Operational Award
Blaise Navarro

Tangipahoa Parish MAD
This award is for the best operational paper presented at the LMCA
Annual Meeting. Blaise presented information on “Upgrading
Larvacide trucks to Mobile Work Station.” He received a cash
award of $500 and a engraved plaque. Scott Harrington presented the
award to Blaise at the LMCA Banquet.
If you’d like more information you can contact Blaise at
(985)-543-0454.
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St. Aloysius Catholic School

The 2nd Annual LMCA Education Day was held December 6, 2016 at St. Aloysius Catholic School in Baton Rouge. Many LMCA
members volunteered to help out at this year’s event, and as a result, we were able to reach out to 125 5th grade students. The
program included a PowerPoint presentation, touch tables, field equipment, larvae surveillance, and a birding demonstration. The
students were treated to a visit by “Misty the Mosquito” from EBRPMARC. Misty really got the students up on their feet as they danced
to some popular beats!

Volunteers: EBRPMARC– Charlene Scott, Marilynn Payne, Nelson Hughes, Richard Spayde, Tiara Davis (Misty the Mosquito), Gerald Franklin, Louis Square, Kenny Richard, Owen Jones, Fred Augustine; W. Baton Rouge– George Bragg, Michael Joseph;
Iberia– David Martin, Tina Paredes, Patrick Palazzo, Renee’ Pellerin; St. Tammany– Brian Massery, Chad Kirkley, Mark Bunch;
Calcasieu– Kelly Stodder, Kathy Gotreaux, Brett, Pickett, Jill Hightower; Cameron– Josh Hightower; New Orleans: Brendan
Carter, Cynthia Harrison; LSU– Emily Boothe, Madeleine Chura, Nick Delisi, Dr. Kristen Healy.
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2017 LMCA Spring Workshop — March 14th & 15th
The Holiday Inn South – BR has set aside a room block for out of town attendees to take
advantage of. The room rate is $99.00 per night for double occupancy and the group code is
LMC. Guests must use the LMC group code to receive the discounted rate. Reservations can
be made online at www.holidayinn.com/btr-south or call the hotel directly at the number above
and ask for in-house reservations. The special room rate and room allotment will expire Friday,
March 3rd, 2017.
The workshop is designed for re-certification of commercial pesticide applicators in mosquito
control / public health categories 8a, 8b, 8c and 8d.
It is important to note; this workshop will count as a training meeting for those applicators needing to re-certify their current
certifications. LDAF WILL NOT administer certifications test(s) needed to obtain new certifications at this meeting. LDAF will
administer the proficiency test (new requirement) during this workshop to all registered attendees who already possess applicators
certifications.
The workshop will be a one and a half day classroom style event, starting Tuesday 1:00PM – 5:00PM and Wednesday, a full day,
beginning at 8:00AM, with lunch provided. Please check LMCA website for agenda and further details regarding workshop specifics.
Workshop topics will cover The Louisiana Mosquito Control Training Manual Chapter 3 - 13, pesticide labels, safety and usage as
well as LDAF proficiency exam materials.
Topics (Training Manual Chapters):
Basic Mosquito Biology (Ch.4)
Mosquitoes & Human Disease (Ch.3)
Bionomics & Recognition of Important Species (Ch.5)
Organization & Principles of IMM (Ch.6)
Mosquito Sampling & Surveillance (Ch.7 & 13)
Control of Mosquitoes: Physical, Biological & Chemical (Ch. 8, 9 & 10)
Rules & Regulations / Using Pesticides Safely / Reading & Understanding Pesticide labels (Ch. 12)

TIME
Tuesday March 14th
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
1:00 – 1:10
1:10 – 2:00
2:00 – 2:30
2:30 – 3:00
3:00 – 3:15
3:15 – 3:45
3:45 – 4:30
4:30 – 5:15
Wednesday March 15th
8:30 – 9:30 AM
9:30 – 9:45
9:45 – 11:15
11:15 – 11:30
11:30 – 12:15
12:30 PM

TOPIC
Registration
Introduction
Mosquitoes & Human Disease

SPEAKER

LMCA President
Kevin Caillouet

Organization & Principles of IMM
Mosquito Sampling & Surveillance
BREAK
Mosquito Biology
Bionomics & Recognition of Important Species
Control of Mosquitoes: Physical, Chemical & Biological

Kristen Healy
Colby Colona

LA Ethics Training
BREAK
Pesticide usage, safety & labels
BREAK
Proficiency Exam
LUNCH

TBA

Nicholas DeLisi
Viki Taylor
Emily Boothe

Kim Pope Brown
LDAF
LMCA
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Code of Ethics - for members of the Louisiana Mosquito Control Association
Mosquito control provides services which are increasingly important to the health, welfare and progress of society.
Those employed in the mosquito control profession have the responsibility to render effective and professional
service to humanity, in keeping with the high standards of ethical conduct. Therefore, in striving to advance and
maintain the honor and dignity of the profession, the Louisiana Mosquito Control Association has established the
following code to define the conduct and ethics due the profession. This code is binding on the membership of the
LMCA.
LMCA members will use their knowledge and skill for the betterment of human welfare.

Members will, at all times, strive to maintain the public trust, and advance the standards and principles established by
the LMCA.
Members will cooperate in the exchange of information and technology for the growth and progress of the mosquito
control profession and the LMCA.
Members will not cause dishonor to the Association through their actions while representing the LMCA.
Members will promote solidarity, harmony and support among members and fellow workers. They will not undermine, vilify, berate or otherwise intentionally injure the work, accomplishments, efforts or professional reputation of
another.
Members will not conduct or in any way participate in a fallacious review of the work of a fellow worker or other
member.
Members will help defend and morally support others against unjust claims and accusations. They will defend the
mosquito control profession and report to the Board of Directors any member acting in a manner inconsistent with
the policies and guidelines set forth by the LMCA.
Charges of any violation of this code on the part of any member will be reviewed by the LMCA Board of Directors
and may, with a majority vote of the Board, result in, but not be limited to, censorship, loss of voting privileges within
the Association, removal from committee membership and removal from membership in the Association.

N E W O RL EA N S M O SQU I TO C ON TRO L AN D
L O UI SI A NA M O SQ UI TO C O NT ROL A SSOCI ATI ON

Mosquito Academy
Location
New Orleans Mosquito, Rodent
and Termite Control Board
2100 Leon C Simon Dr.
New Orleans, LA 70122

Registration Fees
$290 for LMCA members
$310 for members of any
mosquito control
association
$325 non-members
$200 students
Items provided include:
Reference materials
Academy shirt and bag
Lunch & coffee breaks

For more information or to
register for the Academy,
please contact:
New Orleans Mosquito &
Termite Control
Phone: 504-658-2400
FAX: 504-658-2405
mosquitocontrol@nola.gov
www.lmca.us

The 5th annual City of New Orleans
Louisiana

Mosquito

and Academy Topics

Control

Include:

Association  Mosquito biology
Mosquito Academy will be held April 4-6, 2017.  Identification
This 3 day Academy will offer comprehensive and
in-depth information on all areas of mosquito
biology and control, with an added emphasis
placed on methods for surveillance and control of








the vectors of Zika virus. Classroom learning is 
enforced through hands-on mosquito 
identification and field training. The Academy will
be beneficial for experienced professionals as well





as newcomers to the field. In order to provide 
individual attention to each attendee, class size is 
limited. This Academy will include presentations

Mosquito ecology
Arboviruses; Zika virus
Emerging diseases
Surveillance
Integrated pest
management
Biological control
Public education
Adult & Larval control
Resistance monitoring
Rules and regulations
Ethics and
professionalism
Outbreak response
planning
New technologies

CEU’s and Louisiana state

by mosquito control professionals and university pesticide applicator
certification exams 8(A-D)
experts.
available.
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District News
Caddo Parish

Tangipahoa Parish

2016 was a busy year for Caddo Parish early in the spring we
had flooding rains which caused numerous problems for
residents, but none concerning mosquito threats.

Happy New Year! We had yet another interesting season in
2016, with high southern house mosquito counts and
floodwater mosquitoes at an all-time low in spite of heavy
flooding throughout the year. Overall totals for gravid traps
were over 166,000, and for CDC traps, over 121,000. We
submitted nearly 2,100 mosquito samples for West Nile virus
testing and
received 15 positive pools for the year. We had
one human West Nile fever case and six EEE positive horse
cases (two were outside the district).

In August, it rained 9 inches causing a huge outbreak of
Columbiae mosquitoes followed by Vexans, which kept us
busy the rest of the season. The season came to a low when
cooler weather arrived in November. On the virus front, we
had 13 positive West Nile cases, some which arrived late in
the season.
On the personnel front, Mary Ward, was promoted to a full
time position in August. Mary has been an excellent asset to
Mosquito Control.
Lastly, we are planning to attend the workshop to fulfill the
new State requirement testing.

Ouachita Parish
2016 ended relatively quietly with a welcomed downward
trend in West Nile activity for the season. West Nile activity
was substantially lower in 2016 as compared to the previous
four seasons. During 2016, we submitted 1,113 mosquito
pools for testing to LSU LADDL. Nineteen of those returned
positive for WNV. We ended the year with two NID West
Nile cases and one travel related Zika case. In response to
the travel related Zika case, we submitted four Ae. albopictus
pools for Zika testing with all returning negative for Zika.
Throughout the end of the 2016 season, we continued our
surveillance through conventional trapping and through
oviposition traps for the Ae. albopictus and for the possibility
of Ae. aegypti. As expected, all mosquitoes trapped and all
larvae reared were Ae. albopictus. Also, as shown in our
presentation at the LMCA Annual Meeting in December, the
results of the container surveys performed in 2016 were
actually better than expected. However, we are not finished
with this project and will continue in 2017 and hope for the
same results.
Lastly, I want to announce the promotion of Mr. Roy Smith
to Shop Supervisor. He has been with us for several years in
other capacities and is a true asset to OPMAD. He replaces
Mr. Willie Johnson, our long-time shop supervisor who was
not only an amazing person and employee but a true friend
and asset to mosquito control. We also have another great
addition to our group, Mr. Tom McMahon. He joins us as
part of our day-time operational crew.

During the winter months, we are busy preparing for the
upcoming season with calibrations, tests, and ordering supplies.
We expect to begin setting traps for this season by late
February or early March, depending on the temperature. We will
also be continuing our public education efforts throughout the
winter season to nearby schools and groups.
We would like to congratulate our inspector, Blaise Navarro,
for receiving the Stephen C. Mayor Operational Achievement
Award at the 2016 annual meeting. His presentation, titled:
Upgrading Larvicide Trucks to Mobile Work Stations, demonstrated
his hard work that went into enabling inspectors to be more
efficient in the field.

Calcasieu Parish
We have quickly entered into another year and our mosquito
season will begin soon. Winter has been relatively mild and
several unusually warm periods allowed Ae. sollicitans to remind
us they are ready to begin being a nuisance.
We recently hired Glyn Bogard as a full – time pilot. Glyn
has sprayed with us for a couple of seasons and has been a
commercial pilot for 10 years with experience in aircraft
management. In addition, we would like to welcome aboard
Guy Faget as a contract pilot who brings over 20 years of
experience in aerial mosquito spraying.
In January, Kevin Lewis and Glyn Bogard attended the
Florida Aerial Fly-In. Glyn gave an overview of our aerial
program and they both enjoyed the aerial larviciding
presentations associated with the 2016 Zika Outbreak in Miami
-Dade County, Florida. Glyn and Guy will soon be visiting
Dynamic Aviation in Bridgewater, VA at the end of February to
bring home our recently purchased King Air aircraft. We are
excited about the new addition to our aerial program.
We are looking forward to attending the AMCA meeting in
San Diego, CA. Upon our return, we will see what Mother
Nature has in store for us as we begin controlling nuisance
mosquitoes and monitoring for mosquito arboviruses.
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District News
St. Tammany Parish

Continued...

Well, it’s already been six months since Chuck retired and I
have a new appreciation for all that the Director position
entails! I could not have possibly made it without the help of
my fellow employees. Kevin Caillouet is now the Assistant
Director of St. Tammany Parish, and has been an invaluable
aide in the transition.

Overall control operations were nominal when compared to
previous years with our 1 million ULV treated acres from the
ground and air combined. Larviciding crews covered 604
surface area acres for the year.

We are in the process of buying a replacement airplane for
the one we lost in April. Ben Smith, our Aerial Supervisor,
has been working tirelessly to choose the best aircraft for our
needs. We purchased a DeHavilland DHC-6-100 Twin Otter
from Ikhana Aircraft Services. They have broken the plane
down and completely refurbished it. Ben is also having the
tank built and tested, we are looking at March or April for the
finished plane. It should be able to hold up to 200 gallons of
material, which will greatly help us cover the District when
needed.
There is no way I could have waded through the piles of
paperwork involved in budgets, receiving reports, insurance,
etc. without the help from Dee Sollberger, Susan Lowrie
and Kevin Lowrie. Also, I cannot possibly forget the actual
mosquito control work that we’ve had to also keep up with.
Calvin Smotherman, Field Supervisor, and his crew have
been invaluable in their pursuit of the myriad of mosquitoes
we have in our District. We actually had to bring our
larvicide crews back in January because of the large number of
Ae. vexans, Cx. restuans and quinquefasciatus that are breeding
in our ditches. If the temperatures ever warm up in the
evenings, we plan to start adulticiding as soon as today. So, to
wrap this up, I just want to give everyone at St. Tammany a
shout out for a job well done!

Iberia Parish
The dominant topic of the year was ZIKA. Our control
response to Zika virus announced as a world health
emergency was to expand our Ae. aegypti investigation
program. Also, target our public information program to
address heightened concerns regarding ZIKA virus. In 2014,
our surveillance program initiated a project to investigate the
absence or presence of Ae. aegypti; as of today’s writing, no
egg, larva or adult aegypti has been detected. Ae. albopictus is
well established in our Parish and is our primary peridomestic
mosquito pest. To complete our ZIKA response program we
maintained our larviciding program of waste tires and
containers while encouraging homeowners to contact our
office for inspections as well as handheld ULV treatments.

Ironically, with significant rainfall producing extensive flooding in
some areas of the state, did not result in accelerated mosquito
control operations.
As usual, the surveillance crew was hard at work with Parish
wide mosquito surveillance, including Aedes surveillance and
special projects. Mosquito surveillance submitted 3,150 pools
for testing last year with 3 positive pools (2 WNV (+), 1 EEE
(+)) or 0.6% infection rate of all mosquitoes submitted for
testing. Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals reported
zero human and equine cases of WNV, EEE or SLE for Iberia
Parish in 2016.
Our biologist, David Martin presented some excellent work
at this year’s LMCA annual meeting, “West Nile Virus Outbreaks:
Is it all in the timing?”. His work will improve the timing of
control interventions to embellish our efforts to protect our
public from mosquito borne pathogens such as WNV.

We are looking forward to an active season as the weather
service is predicting a short, warm winter and dry spring.
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District News
EBRMARC Parish

Continued...

Everyone in East Baton Rouge Parish is hoping we have a
much less eventful year weather-wise than we did in 2016.
The devastating August floods directly affected approximately
one-third of our employees. Even now several of our workers are still making repairs and haven’t been able to move
back into their homes. Some of the effects of the record
setting rain events will no doubt impact our work this coming
year. A tremendous amount of debris was carried by the
floodwaters and deposited along waterways and in wooded
areas. Some of this debris will certainly hold water and could
provide breeding habitat for mosquitoes for some time to
come.
The floods created large populations of Culex
nigripalpus and Anopheles species. These populations along
with the public’s concern about Zika virus resulted in a record setting number of mosquito service requests last year.

We want to welcome Iris Hayes a new Pest Control Inspector I. Administrative Specialist Ashley Robinson is leaving us
to pursue a medical career. We all want to wish Ashley the
best of luck. Finally, Senior Administrative Specialist Audrey
Harrell is retiring in March, but she has agreed to come back
part time to work—at least for a while! Thanks Audrey.

History of Mosquito Inspections EBR Parish 2000 - 2016

In combination with the 4,062 residential rodent inspections
our district performed 19,240 total service requests in 2016.
This January has been very warm and we are already dealing
with mosquito problems, specifically, Ae. vexans, Anopheles
crucians and even Ae. albopictus. We are getting prepared for
another busy year. Spray System Supervisor, Mike Morganti
has been developing a Dibrom loading platform for our
planes. This incorporates an electric pump, flow meter, vapor
recovery system and filter.
We anticipate a future
presentation about the design from Mike.

Mike Morganti, Spray System Supervisor
Dibrom loading platform
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Special Thanks To Sponsors
On behalf of the members of the LMCA, we want to thank all of the vendors and sponsors that
participated in our 2016 Annual Meeting held in Baton Rouge, LA. Your financial support is
essential to the success of our meeting and deeply appreciated.

Special Event Sponsors
ADAPCO - Lamar Meek Memorial Breakfast
Bayer Environmental Science - Social
AMVAC - Banquet
Clarke - Breakfast

Lowry, Dunham, Case, & Vivien - Coffee Break
Target Specialty Products - Coffee Break
Univar - Coffee Break
Valent Biosciences - Program
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Special Thanks to Exhibitors

ADAPCO

AMVAC Environmental Products
Bayer Environmental Science
Clarke
Central Life Science
FMC Corporation
Leading Edge Associates
Lowry, Dunham, Case & Vivien Insurance Agency
Louisiana State University, Department of Entomology
MCES, LLC
Target Specialty Products
Univar
Valent BioSciences

We sincerely thank our sponsors and exhibitors for there participation and support.
It would be impossible to have such a meeting without their support.
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Louisiana Mosquito
Control Association
15483 Club Deluxe Rd.
Hammond, LA 70403

Phone: 985-543-0454
Fax: 985-543-0457
info@louisianamosquito.org

Membership

www.lmca.us

Today the LMCA is a support arm for these operations, those smaller city/
community operators and all others interested in mosquito control. We provide a
platform for educational resources and opportunities through publications,
meetings and workshops, as well as guidance and technical direction for those in
need. Association leadership works closely with state regulators to assure
competency within operations and vigilance on legislative matters. Through this we
are able to uphold our mission of enhancing the quality of life through the
suppression of mosquitoes for all here in Louisiana. Membership Form
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