
I'm privileged to announce the retirement of Chuck Palmisano,    

Director of St. Tammany Mosquito Abatement District. Mr. 

Palmisano has served in mosquito control for 40 years and has seen 

great changes in our field during his tenure.  Chuck has worked   

tirelessly for the LMCA, serving the LMCA as a board member,  

president, and secretary/treasurer.  We all wish Chuck the best, 

knowing his knowledge and experience will be greatly missed.     

 
This seems to be the year of Zika with West Nile Virus (WNV)  

taking the back seat in the news.  On July 29th  the CDC announced 

that an area of northern Miami had active transmission of the Zika Virus.  They have issued 

travel and testing recommendations for anyone who traveled or lived in the affected area on 

or after June 15th.  The local mosquito district continues to test mosquitoes for Zika, with 

none positive to date.  In our state the city of New Orleans has just released $500,000 to 

combat Aedes aegypti mosquito’s.  On the West Nile Virus hunt, surveillance is showing  8   

parishes with West Nile positive pools.   Culex quinquefasciatus continues to be most prevalent 

vector of the virus.    In a average year WNV positive mosquito pools typically pop up in the 

Eastern Florida parish’s first, then move westward. However our parish (Calcasieu) seems to 

be in the hot zone with 51 positive pools.  Remember the quote from the movie Forrest 

Gump, "My mama always said, life is like a box of chocolates you never know what you're 

gonna get". 

 
Our organization was well represented at this year's AMCA Washington Day.  In attendance 

from Louisiana were Herff Jones, Dennis Wallette, Kristen Healy, Emily Boothe, Jason    

Trumbetta (Adapco) and myself.  We made visits to all our Louisiana Congress and          

Representatives offices to request federal assistance to fight the threat of Zika virus.  When 

making these visits the delegates typically visit with the Congress staff; however on this day 

we spoke with Senators David Vitter, Bill Cassidy, and House Representative Ralph Abraham.   

Our Representatives in Washington D.C. overwhelmingly  support mosquito control efforts 

in our state and the nation.  As of writing this article our state will receive $4.3 million from 

the CDC to fight the Zika threat in the form of a Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity 

(ELC) Grant.  This grant will be administered by the LA-DHH with $2.4 million going directly 

to mosquito surveillance and control efforts. 

 
The LMCA annual meeting will be held at the Crowne Plaza Executive Center in Baton 

Rouge, December 6-8, 2016. Our keynote speaker this year will be Isik Unlu from Mercer 

County Mosquito Control in New Jersey.  Isik will be returning to the Baton Rouge area,  

having received her Ph. D. from LSU in 2007.  I hope to see everyone there and please con-

tact me with any questions or ideas for our organization.  Thanks!  
 

Scott Harrington  

sharrington@cppj.net  
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Crowne Plaza Executive Center  

Baton Rouge  

 

4728 Constitution Avenue  

Baton Rouge, LA 70808 

      

    December 6th - 8th 2016  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located in the heart of Baton Rouge the Crowne Plaza Executive Center was chosen for this year’s 

meeting place for the LMCA Annual Meeting.  The plaza is only minutes away from our State Capital and 

Louisiana State University. The conference is an opportunity for members to interact with colleagues, 

obtain the latest information concerning all     aspects of mosquito control and earn credits required to 

maintain State of Louisiana   Pesticide Applicator’s License.  

 
Reservations can be made by calling 225-925-2244 or at the website www.crowneplaza.com/

execcenterbtr. The Louisiana Mosquito Control Association group rate is $94.00 per night (single/
double). All members must reference the room block code “MCA” when making your reservation. The 

room block cutoff date is November 5, 2016. Check in time is 4:00 p.m. and check out time is 11:00 a.m.  

Guest may cancel  reservations up to 24 hours prior to arrival without penalty.  
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CODE OF ETHICS  

For members of the Louisiana Mosquito Control Association  
LOUISIANA MOSQUITO CONTROL ASSOCIATION  
Mosquito control provides services which are increasingly important to the health, welfare and progress of society. 

Those employed in the mosquito control profession have the responsibility to render effective and professional service 

to humanity, in keeping with the high standards of ethical conduct. Therefore, in striving to advance and maintain the 

honor and dignity of the profession, the Louisiana Mosquito Control Association has established the following code to 

define the conduct and ethics due the profession. This code is binding on the membership of the LMCA.  

 

LMCA members will use their knowledge and skill for the betterment of human welfare.  

 
Members will, at all times, strive to maintain the public trust, and advance the standards and principles established by the 

LMCA.  

 
Members will cooperate in the exchange of information and technology for the growth and progress of the mosquito 

control profession and the LMCA.  

 

Members will not cause dishonor to the Association through their actions while representing the LMCA.  

 
Members will promote solidarity, harmony and support among members and fellow workers. They will not undermine, 

vilify, berate or otherwise intentionally injure the work, accomplishments, efforts or professional reputation of another.  

 
Members will not conduct or in any way participate in a fallacious review of the work of a fellow   worker or other 

member.  

 
Members will help defend and morally support others against unjust claims and accusations. They will defend the mos-

quito control profession and report to the Board of Directors any member acting in a manner inconsistent with the pol-

icies and guidelines set forth by the LMCA.  

 
Charges of any violation of this code on the part of any member will be reviewed by the LMCA Board of Directors and 

may, with a majority vote of the Board, result in, but not be limited to, censorship, loss of voting privileges within the 

Association, removal from committee membership and removal from membership in the Association.  



The Tangipahoa Mosquito Abatement District #1 was created in 2001, and became operational in 2003.  Dennis   

Wallette was hired as its first Director and has built the program from the ground up.  The District has 11 full-time 

staff members, and hires an additional 8-10 seasonal workers during the mosquito season.  It encompasses 370 square 

miles or 45% of the Parish land mass.  Approximately 75% of Tangipahoa residents live within the 370 square miles of 

the District boundaries.  The southernmost part of the parish is entirely made up of wetlands, primarily cypress 

swamp and marsh.  

 

 

Tangipahoa MAD is funded by a dedicated property tax. This tax was recently renewed through 2026.  The District 

has a fleet of 6 ULV spray trucks, 4 larviciding trucks, Piper Aztec (spray plane), as well as other assorted trucks and 

ATVs.  They treat about 1,000,000 acres with adulticides each year, with approximately 70% by ground and 30% by 

air.  Over 8000 miles of roadside ditches are treated with larvicides each year using four trucks, which have been  

especially configured for this purpose.  Additionally, they inspect over 3000 Independent Sewer Treatment Plants      

annually.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2009, the LMCA business office was relocated to Tangipahoa MAD and the district greatly supported the LMCA in 

many ways.  Currently serving the LMCA are Dennis Wallette (Secretary/Treasurer), Cheri Vining (Office Secretary), 

Colby Colona (LMCA Board Member), and Chris Fayette (Web Master).  Thanks goes out to everyone working at 

Tangipahoa MAD, from the LMCA and the citizens of Tangipahoa.  Don't be surprised if your district is highlighted in 

the next, "District Spotlight".  - Scott Harrington  
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FUN FACTS: 

 
● Tangipahoa is a Native American word meaning "ear of corn" or "those who gather corn". 

● Tangipahoa parish has a population of around 130,000 and is the home parish of Louisiana Gover-

nor John Bel Edwards. 

● The Amtrak train "City of New Orleans" stops in the city of Hammond on its runs between New 

Orleans and Chicago. 



Caddo  

 
Greetings from Northwest Louisiana. It has been an 

interesting season for Caddo parish mosquito control. 

We had a busy spring through June with lots of rain, 

complaints and flood pool mosquitoes. In the middle of 

June, it stopped raining and got very hot. We had a few 

pop up showers but no measureable rain. That changed 

in the last week of July with some heavy rain. Light trap 

and Gravid trap counts have been steady; in the urban 

areas we still have lots of Ae. abopictus we also have    

collected a high number of Culex erraticus in the light 

traps. The Gravid traps have produced a good amount 

of “quinks” to test. On the disease front we have one 

travel related Zika case. We have had only 3 pools  

tested positive for West Nile, we are paying extra   

attention to those areas. Keeping and finding workers 

has been a challenge the last couple of years. We are  

full staff now having added a new driver in June and are 

in the process of promoting a seasonal worker to full 

time. Good luck with the rest of the season and hope 

to see you at the annual meeting.  

 

 

 

EBRPMARC 

 
If it weren’t for Zika virus in the news we would be 

having a rather boring season in East Baton Rouge     

Parish. Our “quink” numbers are very low, helped in 

part by the very frequent rain events that are scouring 

the ditches and removing organic matter out of the 

storm drains.  We have had only 4 WNV positive   

mosquito pools this season. Mosquito Control Specialist 

Fred Augustine has trapped and bled 714 birds so far 

this year and he did get a WNV positive House      

Sparrow in July.   

 
Those same heavy rains have given us some problems 

with Ae. albopictus populations.  We have been doing a 

lot of residential inspections and treatments where Ae. 

albopictus are the primary species being found. 

 
One serious problem we have faced in completing our   

residential treatments is the maintenance issues with 

our hand-held ULV equipment. 

 

 

 

Spray System Servicer 

Louis Square, has been 

working on a number of   

solutions for the blower      

problems we are       

experiencing. 

 
Hopefully, you will see 

a presentation in the 

near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Director, Dr. Todd Walker is still working hard 

on the planning and construction of our new facility on 

the grounds of the Metro Airport.  The site preparation 

is now underway and hopefully all will be completed next 

summer. 

 

We would like to welcome Michael Killins our new 

Pest Control Inspector.  We also want to invite everyone 

to attend the LMCA annual meeting this year here in 

Baton Rouge.  We know that Pest Control Inspector III, 

Kenny Ricard will be gathering some great door prizes 

for the event. 

 

Visit our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/East-Baton-Rouge-Parish-

Mosquito-Abatement-and-Rodent-Control/150040478370256 

District News 
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Iberia Parish 

 
Significant rain events throughout Iberia Parish that  

occurred mid-June produced the first significant      

mosquito populations of the year.  These rain events 

were followed by lengthy days and warm temperatures.  

Aerial targets were selected and operations  formulated 

to treat nearly 74,000 acres ahead of the July 4th      

holiday.  The success of these operations is especially    

important, as we host our many out of town guests that 

will visit Iberia Parish during the holiday weekend.  

Gravid trap populations are following previous years’ 

patterns with the exception of 2012.  Gravid trap col-

lections in Iberia tend to have two peaks, weeks 20 to 

25 and again weeks 30 to 35.  Larviciding roadside sep-

tic ditches is our primary “quink” control tool coupled 

with ground truck mounted ULV spraying.  Aerial    

intervention for Culex quinquefasciatus control is seldom 

used, due to our historically low prevalence of WNV 

infection in humans and low incidence of WNV positive 

mosquito pools yearly. 

 

Other news from the District includes, the continuation 

of our ovitrap investigation for the presence of          

Ae. aegypti, the implementation of BG Sentinel traps for   

Ae. albopictus and other species as well as efficacy    

comparisons of select larvicide active ingredients.  Our 

Biologist, David Martin, Mosquito Specialist, Tina     

Parades and surveillance crew --- Dexter Richard,   

Robert  Mitchell, Angie Johnson and Alford Archon 

bring tons of enthusiasm to work every morning!  

These same individuals led the charge for National Mos-

quito  Awareness Week armed with the Governor’s 

and   Iberia Parish President’s “Pilez Mosquito Week”     

proclamations!  The District held public education   

activities at several branches of the local libraries,    

distributed press releases and posted on Facebook.  

We enjoyed the opportunity to tell people about what 

we do, especially why we feel it is so important to take 

a few simple measures to avoid mosquito bites and 

mosquito breeding around the home. 

 

Ouachita Parish 

 
I’ll start with a follow up regarding the spring rains that 

occurred the second week of March in Ouachita.   As 

mentioned previously in our spring news, the flooding 

that transpired here was devastating with many areas 

flooding that had never flooded even in the most historic 

of floods. Post rain it was defined as a                            

one-thousand-year flood.  Due to the timing of the event, 

we were   extremely fortunate to escape any major 

floodwater hatch-offs post flood.  In the areas where 

water continued to stand for an extended period of time, 

the axes of perfect water depth and optimum             

temperature for hatching never crossed.   

 

We have since been busy conducting our container   

surveys and setting oviposition traps.  In performing our 

container surveys of various neighborhoods throughout 

the parish, I have to say that I have been pleasantly    

surprised thus far.  The numbers of containers found and 

breeding within said containers has been relatively low.  

However, we still have a number of areas to survey.  To 

date all mosquitoes reared from oviposition traps have 

been Ae. albopictus.  Not only have our Ae. albopictus 

counts (through conventional trapping, oviposition     

trapping and surveying) been lower than usual but our 

“quink” counts have been lower as well.   To date, it has 

been a relatively quiet year. 
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Calcasieu Parish 
 

Mosquito populations in most parts of the parish have 

been below average this season, however arbovirus 

activity has been much higher than normal.  The last 

time we had as many positive mosquito pools for West 

Nile virus was 2007-2009.  We’ve had 51 positive pools 

in the last 7 weeks mostly in the Lake Charles area. 

 
Historically for us, there seems to be no direct        

correlation between the number positive mosquito 

pools and the number of human cases.  Similar arbo-

virus activity brought only 3 human cases, while in 2012 

20 human cases and 2 deaths occurred with 11 positive 

pools for WNV.  It’s the time of year for human cases 

to appear, we’ll be waiting to see what happens. 

 
Our aerial program will soon be moving into a new 

hangar and it will be awaiting the arrival of recently  

purchased King Air A90 from Dynamic Aviation.  We 

are looking forward to this addition to our aerial     

program.  Population and congested area growth in our 

parish has facilitated the need for two twin-engine air-

planes. 

 

Jill Hightower, Kelly Stodder and McNeese University 

interns stayed busy this summer working with different 

types of mosquito traps and attractant lures.  The pro-

ject sponsors are Biogents and Blue Rhino.  Mosquito 

sampling protocols were designed to daily rotated traps 

in a latin square design through several urban and rural 

marsh habitat areas.  Caleb, Jenny and Austin did a great 

job and developed good mosquito identification skills.  I 

hope we can squeeze a presentation out of the group 

for the LMCA annual meeting. 
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McNeese University Students, Caleb, Austin and  

Jenny moving traps from location to location 

throughout the parish.  



Tangipahoa  
 
This year we have seen a significant increase in our 

southern house mosquito population. At this point last 

year, these totals were approximately 66,000 and we 

had only submitted 816 samples. Through July of 2016, 

our “quink” counts are over 115,000 with nearly 1,200 

submissions. Our CDC traps have been significantly 

lower (down 78.2% from this time last year). We are 

seeing surges in Ae. atlanticus and Psorophora ferox so far, 

and expect more activity as we progress into the sea-

son.  

 
We have not received any positive West Nile virus 

pools so far this year, though in early July, we received 

a report of a EEE horse death within our district. In an 

effort to monitor container-breeding species, we have 

begun setting Fay-Prince traps in areas with known 

higher Aedes populations. We have been conducting 

bottle bioassays and B.t.i tests as needed. 

 
For adult control efforts, we are continuing our ground 

control operations with our trucks each night. For 

roadside ditches, we use a duplex mixture of B.t.i and 

methoprene in our tank trunks, and larviciding oil by 

hand. We have also continued utilizing MapVision for 

data entry and storage in both the office and field. 

 

In other news, many of our work families are growing! 

Inspector Guy Savastano welcomed a beautiful     

granddaughter on July 6th. In addition, director Dennis 

Wallette and inspector Blaise Navarro are expecting 

grandchildren later this year. Congratulations to all.  

We look forward to another productive season!   

St. Tammany  
 
The biggest news in St. Tammany is that Chuck 

Palmisano retired on July 29, 2016, after nearly 40 years 

of service as director.   Chuck actually started working 

for Jefferson Parish Mosquito Control while in grad 

school at L.S.U.  He got a master’s of science degree in 

Medical Entomology from L.S.U. in 1976 and started 

working at Calcasieu Mosquito Control for 6 months 

with Bruce Craven as the director.  On December 15, 

1976, Chuck became the director of St. Tammany   

Parish Mosquito Control, taking over when Sam Riche 

left.  At that time, the District covered only the Slidell 

and Pearl River areas of the parish.  Through the years, 

and with Chuck’s leadership, the district expanded and 

now covers the entire parish. 

 
Chuck served on the board of directors for LMCA for 26 

years from 1982-2008.  He was president of LMCA in 

1982 and Secretary/treasurer from 1999-2008.  During 

his tenure on the board, Chuck served on far too many 

committees to list.  In 2011, he received the Hathaway-

Ritter Distinguished Achievement Award in recognition 

of outstanding contributions to the cause of mosquito 

control in Louisiana. 

 
Chuck was also a member of the AMCA.  He was the 

South Central Regional director from 1988-1991, and 

Secretary/treasurer from 1994-2000.  In 1997, he was 

awarded the Presidential Citation Award for being     

eminently deserving of special recognition by the AMCA.  

In 2001 he was also awarded the Meritorious Service 

Award for outstanding service for the AMCA. 

 

Viki Taylor has been selected to take over as director in 

August.  With the help of Kevin Caillouet and Calvin 

Smothermen as her backup leadership crew, she hopes 

to be able to try and fill Chuck’s shoes -a big job, indeed. 
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Chuck Palmisano  

Years of Service  to Mosquito Control  

1976 - 2016 



Lewis T. Graham Student Award 

 
The Louisiana Mosquito Control 

Association has established an 

award program for students con-

ducting research in any area of mos-

quito biology or control. The award 

will be given at the LMCA Annual 

Meeting.  Guidelines for eligibility 

and application are listed below: 

 

 

All undergraduate and graduate students enrolled in public or 

private schools in the State of Louisiana are eligible to apply. 

 
The student must be the principal person responsible for      

collecting and analyzing data. 

 
The research subject must involve some aspect of mosquito 

biology or control. 

 
The student must submit a written description of the research 

plan (not to exceed a cover page plus a narrative having a    

maximum of three (3) double-spaced typed pages). This is to 

include a brief overview of the relevance of the project, the 

methods used and the significance of the expected results. The 

cover page should include the title of the project and the      

student's name, address and phone number.  Two (2) letters of            

recommendation also are required. 

 
The research plan will be evaluated by the LMCA Research 

Committee for originality, clarity, organization and significance. 

 
The award recipient will be announced at the LMCA final   

business meeting at the LMCA Annual Meeting. The recipient 

need not be present. 

 
The winner will be awarded $500 to be used for research or 

associated educational costs. The winner is expected to attend 

the next LMCA Annual Meeting to present the results of the 

research project. The LMCA will provide up to an additional 

$200 for expenses associated with travel to the meeting.   

 

 

 

Hathaway  -  Ritter  Award 

The nominating committee is soliciting candidates for the Hath-

away-Ritter Distinguished Achievement Award which is given in 

recognition of outstanding contributions to the cause of   mos-

quito control in Louisiana. 

 

 

Stephen C. Mayor  

Operational Achievement Award 

 

 
The LMCA has establish an award 

for the best operational paper    

presented at the LMCA Annual    

Meeting.   

 

 

 

Guidelines for the award:  

The award shall be limited to one (1) per year 
Eligibility for the award will be limited to persons who are resi-
dents of the State of Louisiana and employed by a mosquito   
control operation in Louisiana 
 
The award will be given for contributions of an operational    

nature. 

 Employee education programs 

 Improved safety or maintenance procedures 

 Implementation of public education programs 

 Improved record keeping procedures 

 Construction of new or improved equipment, etc. 

 Improved surveillance techniques 

 Improved application techniques  

 
The award consist of a cash award of $500 and a engraved 

plaque.  Qualifying papers at the LMCA Annual Meeting will be 

grouped together by the program chair into one session. 
Three (3) Directors of  the Louisiana MAD’s, selected by the 

LMCA Board of Directors will serve as judges. 
The winner of the Stephen C. Mayor Operational Achievement 

Award will be recognized at the banquet and will be presented a 

check for the award.  A commemorative plaque will be sent to 

the winner after annual meeting. 

 

LMCA Award Nominations 

Send Notifications and Justifications to: 
 
Billy Noegel, Awards Chairman 
PW Director \ Vermilion Parish Police Jury  
Phone 337-898-4330 
Fax      337-898-0717 
wpnoegel@gmail.com 
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DEADLINE FOR PAPER SUBMISSION   -   
 
 

Name of Author (s): 
 
 
 
Presenter ( if different from above ) 
 
 
Presenter’s e-mail: 
 
 
 
Affiliation and address: 
 
 
 
Title of Paper: 
 
 
 
 
 
Presenters are allotted 15 minutes (including questions).  If you wish to have additional time for your 
presentation, please contact the program chair. 
 
 
 
 

 
Presentation information for the meeting program may be submitted to: 
 
 
Herff Jones 
(337) 365-4933 
hjones@iberiagov.net 
 
Scott Harrington  
(337) 721-3780 
sharrington@cppj.net  
 
 
 
 

Call For Papers  -  2016 Annual Meeting in Baton Rouge, LA 
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Louisiana Mosquito 

Control Association 
 

15483 Club Deluxe Rd. 
Hammond, LA  70403 

Phone: 985-543-0454 
Fax: 985-543-0457 

info@louisianamosquito.org 
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Membership 

Today the LMCA is a support arm for these operations, those smaller city/community op-

erators and all others interested in mosquito control.  We provide a platform for educa-

tional resources and opportunities through publications, meetings and workshops, as well 

as guidance and technical direction for those in need.  Association leadership works closely 

with state regulators to assure competency within operations and vigilance on legislative 

matters.  Through this we are able to uphold our mission of enhancing the quality of life 

through the suppression of mosquitoes for all here in Louisiana.  Membership Form 

 E-Newsletters  IPM Training 

 Workshops  Educational Resources 

 Annual Meetings  Legislative/Regulatory Monitoring 

 Lower rates for meeting registration  Technical Manuals / Bulletins 

 Technical Advisory Services  

mailto:info@louisianamosquito.org
http://www.lmca.us/join.htm

